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For several years Byard Shank, of (it. 
Crawford, Virginia, has been collecting 
material on the life of J. S. Coffman. 
When he called at the home of the writer 
on business last summer and incidentally 
stated that 1948 marks the one hundredth 
anniversary of the birth of John S. Coff- 
man, I said immediately that we must 
have a centennial observance of some kind. 
We decided to contact Stanley Shenk, 
instructor of Mennonite Church history 
at the Eastern \.ennonite College, about 
it. He was enthusiastic about having 
such a meeting. Our next Was to 
contact the church leaders of the Middle 
and Northern Districts of the Virginia 
Conference, and as a result a committee, 
composed of H. .\. Brunk, Nellie Cott- 
man, a niece of the late John S. Coffman, 
Byard Shank, Staniey Shenk, and J. Early 
Suter, was appointed to work out a pro- 
gram for the occasion. About the 
time we contacted other members of the 
Coffman family about such a meeting. 
Members of the Goshen College faculty 


step 


salle 


were asked to approve the plans and to 
aid in the work. The committee naturally 
felt that such a_ centennial 
should be held in the Shenandoah Valley 
of Virginia since Coifman was a native ot 
Virginia and had spent more than halt 
his life in the state. 

A program was arranged tor October 
15-17, the sixteenth, a Saturday, being the 
birthday of the late John S$. Cotiman. At 
the opening [ centennial, 
Byard Shank read a paper entitled, “A 
Short Sketch of His Life.” 
of this sketch was to give the audience a 
general introduction to the life of John S. 
Coffman and the centennial observance. 
Barbara Coffman, a daughter of S. F. 
Coffman, of Vineland, Ontario, and a 
granddaughter of John S. Coffman, read 
home-life incidents from the John S$. Coff- 
man diaries. The last feature of the l’ri- 
day evening program was a paper read 
by S. F. Coffman on the subject, “Father 
Knew Him.” 

On Saturday evening, H. S. Bender, 
Dean of the Seminary at Goshen College, 
Goshen, Indiana, spoke on the subject, 
“An Hour That Needed a Man.” This 
discussion was followed by one by Stanley 
Shenk, of the Eastern Mennonite Colleg: 
faculty, entitled, “The That Re 
sponded to the Need.” A special feature 
of the Saturday evening program was an 


observance 


session ot the 


The purpose 


as | 


NMian 


“Editors: J 


1 Conference at Scottdale, Penn 


lvin Gingerich. 
B. Smith, and S. 
may be sent to tl 


JANUARY, 1949 


open forum on “John S. Coffman as | 
‘new Him.” In this forum S. E. Allgyer, 
of West Liberty, Ohio, at the 
eighty-nine, a man of J. 


age of 
S. Coffman’s own 
generation, spoke feelingly of his associa- 
tion with the late J. S. Coffman. J. D. 
llartman, of Harrisonburg, Virginia, told 
the story ot the first series of revival 
meetings held at Weaver's Church by J. 
S. Coffman in the late fall of 1888. C. D. 
Wenger, of Harrisonburg, spoke briefly. 
in the Sunday morning service, Paul 
kerb, of Scottdale, Pennsylvania, the editor 
of the Gospel Herald, spoke on “John S. 
Cofiman as a Writer.” 

by Hl. S. Bender on the subject, 
Coffman as a Personal Worker.” 
significant 


He was followed 

“j«, De 
A most 
part of the morning. service 
Was a sermon by S. F. Coffman on Gala- 
tians 2:20, a text that he had heard his 
father use a number of times. 

In the Sunday afternoon session, H. S. 
spoke twice. [lis Sunday evening talk 
was placed here so that he could return 
to Goshen College in time for his Monday 
morning The first topic of the 

was “John S. Coffman 
as an Educator,” by H. S. Bender. This 
was followed by “John S. Coffman as a 
\lan of Prayer,” by H. A. Brunk. The 
last talk of the afternoon was given by 
H. S. Bender on “His Challenge for the 
Future.” 


classes. 


afternoon session 


In the last session of the Centennial, on 
Sunday evening, Paul Erb spoke challeng- 
ingly on the subject, “J. S. Coffman as an 
I-vangelist.” This indeed a_ titting 
subject for the closing session, for evan- 
gelisin was the major emphasis of Coff- 
man’s life The feature of the 
meeting was a presentation from the S. F. 
Cotiman diaries, by S. F. 
“Closing Scenes” 

The Richard Det 
weiler, the sponsor of the Mennonite His- 
torical Fellowship of the Eastern Men- 
College, acted as moderator. J. 
Mark Stauffer served in the capacity of 
song leader. 


Was 


closing 


Coffman, of 
in the life of his father. 


writer, assisted by 


nonite 


The theme song of the cen- 
tennial was written by John S. Coffman 
“OQ Weary Wanderer.” John S. Coffman's 
own tune for his hymn, found in the 
\lennonite [lymnbook published in 1890, 
was used a number of times. This added 
a touch to the program that much 
appreciated. 


Was 


\ll the sessions of the centennial except 
held in the auditorium of the 
Mennonite College, Harrison- 
Virginia. It was felt that more 
people from the community and the col- 
lege could attend if the sessions were held 
Onn 


one were 
I-astern 
burg, 


here session—the Sunday morning 


held at the Bank Church 


session 


Was 
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General Catalogue of 


the Archives of 
the Mennonite Church 


NELSON P. SPRINGER 


The life of a church is the life of its 
people, more particularly of its leaders 
and those who hold official positions in 
its organizations, but each in- 
dividual member. As the generations 
play their part and pass from the scene, 
leaving their work to younger generations, 
the records they leave behind them hold 
the story of the life of the church in their 
days. We call these records the Archives 
of the church. 

Since General Conference took action 
in 1937 authorizing the Historical Com- 
mittee to establish an official Church 
\rchives, valuable materials have been 
collected in the depository in leased rooms 
in the basement of the 
\lemorial 


also of 


Goshen College 
Library, Goshen, Indiana. 
Slowly the treasure is growing. It is a 
varied collection. There are official rec- 
ords of general and local organizations. 
There are diaries and personal records, 
reflecting the life of the times, or serv- 
ing as primary sources for biographical 
studies of individuals. 
graphs. There are 


There are photo- 
sermon outlines and 
manuscripts. The catalog which follows 
indicates the variety of materials which 
are included in our collection. A true 
conception of the nature of ma- 
terials, however, could only be given by a 


these 


complete catalog of each individual item. 
\nd only the handled 
these materials can truly feel the life 
still through them—the vi 
sions and hopes, the joys and disappoint- 
ments, the struggles, victories, and trage- 
dies, and the personalities which have 
made the Mennonite Church what it has 
been and what it is today. 

\long with this catalogue I would like 
to speak a word for the work of the 
Historical Committee. The co-operation 
of each individual member in the Men- 
nonite Church is needed in their work. 
The materials which compose the Archives 
of the Mennonite Church have been placed 
there by individuals and families as well 
as by organizations. Yet, at times, a false 
sense of humility and, at other times, a 
lack of appreciation for materials of his- 


person who has 


which flows 


torical significance have worked against 
the efforts of the committee. 
ing may be 


House clean- 
friend or foe of their work. 
If house cleaning reminds you that you 
have in your possession papers that you 
seldom touch from one house cleaning 
period to another which really are of the 
nature of the things in the catalog which 
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CENTENNIAL 


( Continued 


John S. Coffman 


from first page) 


near Dayton, Virginia. This meeting 
made the centennial a bit more realistic 
historically, for it was here that John S. 
Coffman was called to the ministry on 
July 18, 1875. It was also near the Bank 
Church, in a streain called Muddy Creek, 
that John S. Coffman at the age of six- 
teen with the Lord in 
water baptism. 

Another interesting feature of the cen- 
tennial was a visit to some of the Coff- 
man homesteads in the valley. This tour 
was made under the able leadership and 
direction of S. I. Coffman. We = went 
irst to the birthplace of John S. Coffman, 
twelves miles south of Harrisonburg, near 
Burketown, Virginia. 
farm, now more than a hundred years old, 
is still in a good state of preservation. We 
are not absolutely sure that John S. Coff- 
man born in this house, however. 
It is possible that he was born in a tenant 
house which stood near by and which is 
no longer standing. Another place of inter- 
est was the Weaver homestead, near Dale 
Enterprise, Virginia, now the home of 
Leonard Jones, where Bishop Samuel 
Coffman, the father of J. S. Coffman, 
lived at the time of the Civil War. It was 
here that J. S. Coffman brought joy and 
comfort when he returned from the North 
at the close of the 


sealed his) vow 


The house on this 


Was 


war. 

We also visited several places where 
John S. Coffman lived after his marriage 
to Elizabeth tleatwole in 1809. One was 
the S. M. Burkholder piace, near Dale 
kenterprise, where S. I. Coffman was 
born. The house in which he was born is 
no longer standing. Its site, however, is 
easily located by a well which was placed 
near by. -\nother place was the approxi- 
mate location of the buildings in which 
John S. Coffman lived at the time of his 
call to Elkhart, Indiana, in 1879. This 
place, located several miles northwest of 
Dayton, Virginia, is known in the Coif- 
man family as “gravel hill,’ the name in- 
dicating that the land was not very pro- 
ductive. 


Stil! another feature of the centennial 
celebration was the Coffman exhibit. This 
consisted in part of letters, diaries, and 


a Sunday-school lesson help manuscript, 
material loaned to the college from the 
\iennonite Archives at Goshen College 
through the kindness of H. S. Bender. !n 
addition to the above, there was the large 
family Bible of the late Bishop Samuel 
Coffman and other materials contributed 
by Nellie Coffman, Mrs. Earl Grove, and 
\nnie Heatwole, all members of the Coftf- 
man family. 

The speeches of the centennial anniver 
sary were recorded and will be published 
\pril or the July 


issue of Christian \Jinistry. 


together in either the 
It is the plan 
to hold the type from this number and use 
it to print separate reports of the centen- 
nial which may be purchased by interested 
parties. 


llarrisonburg, Virginia. 
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A List of Scriptures Used 
in Amish Services 
Sw ARTZENDRU BER 


DANIEL B. 


The list of Scriptures given below is a 


translation from a German copy leit by 
my tather, Bishop Jacob KF. Swartzen- 
druber, of the Lower Veer Creek .\mish 

ennonite Church, Kalona, Jowa, and 


presents the bible readings as they at 
followed by the Amish churches. It is 
interesting to note that only New Tes- 
tament Scriptures are used and that two 
entire chapters are read in each service. 





The chapters, therefore, are given in pairs 
in this list. The with the 
Christmas season. chapter is 


year starts 

[he first 
read with the congregation standing and 
the second is read during his discourse by 
the minister who has the major part in 
the service. The second chapter is referred 
“Die Nachgehende Schrift’—the 
Scripture that follows. 

“Paul said, ‘All scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for 
instruction in 


to as 


reproof, for correctic n, for 

righteousness: that the 
man of God may be perfect, throughly 
furnished unto all good works’ (11 Tim. 
3:16, 17). Therefore the following shall 
not be regarded as a rule from which one 
may not deviate but one may read between 
times other Scriptures as circumstances 
demand. The Christmas Scriptures are 
Luke 1 and 2. At the next service Matt. 
att. + and 
yand 7; 8 and 9 as time and cireum 
stances call for. 


2 and 3 are used, followed by 
When communion sery 
ices are not held on Easter, then one reads 


Matt. 26 and 27. 

“In preparatory services Matt. 18 and 
| Cor. 5 are read. In connection with 
communion service, one reads Luke 22:1 
32, | Cor. 10:1-24, I Cor. 11 verse 1 and 


then verse 17 to the end of the chapter, 

John 6:48 to the end of 

John 13:1 to verse 17, 
“In connection with baptismal services, 


chapter, and 


or otherwise, and each time before the 
preparatory service it is fitting to speak 
of the new birth, and John 3 and Rom. 


® are read. alter the com 
mumion service, it is Customary to speak of 
the glorious liberty the children of God 
enjoy in Christ Jesus, and in this service 
John 8 and Gal. 5 or 


lkach time 


Rom. 8 are used. 
Or one may speak of the steadfastness in 
faith and read 12 and 13. 
“The Pentecost Scriptures are .\cts 1 
and 2; 3 and 4; 
“The seedtime Scriptures are Matt. 
and John 15. The harvesttime Scriptures 


are John 4 and Rev. 14. 


llebrews 


5 and 6. 


9 
4 


The ingathering 
Scriptures are Luke 12 and 13; 14 and 
160; 17 and 18; 19 and Rom. 12 or Eph. 4. 

“The known as the bs 
tween-Scriptures and can be used any 


following are 


where between the others wherever it is 
convenient to do so: John 14 and Eph. 4 
or 0; John 14 and I Thess. 5; 
and 17; or John 17 and | Cor. 13; [1 John 
land 2; | John 3 and 4; | Peter 1 and 2: 
1 Peter 3. and 4; Mark 7 and Eph. 6. To 
ward the end of the year one preaches 


John 16 


4 
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An Old Church Letter 


Metvin GINGERICH 
The first man to be ordained bishop of 
the \mish Chureh in the Johnson-Wash 
ington settlement 
Schwarzendruber, who came io 
1833. The ordination to that 
office occurred in lowa in 1853, approxi- 


counties, lowa, was 
: act hy 


merica in 


mately two years after he had moved to 
that state from Maryland. 
ministers in the Mennonite church are 
direct descendants of Bishop Schwarzen- 
Cruber: S.C. Yoder, Simon Gingerich, 
\. Lloyd Swartzendruber, Amos 


erich, George Reber, Joseph Reber, Fred 


The following 


Ging- 
Gingerich, J. C. Gingerich, Fred J. Ging- 
erich, Leroy Gingerich, Elmer G. Swartz- 
endruver, and Alva Swartzendruber. The 
Gingerichs in the above list are also all 
descendants of the John Gingerich who 
signed his letter. 


name to the church 





Bishop Schwarzendruber’s life and work 
are given in some detail in the July, 1946, 
Vennonite Quarterly Review. The origi- 


nal copy of the church letter is in the 


possession of Daniel B. Swartzendruber, 
a great-grandson, who furnished the copy 


and the free translation below. 


Gnade Barmhertzig Weit 
Dienern und [Ides- 
ten der Gemeinte Gottes Beynebst Einen 
bradlichen Grusz an alle die genigen Mit 
} 
i 


und 
wir allen 


I riede 


\\ unschen 


wruidern den dieses schrieben Méchte zu 


and Komen thun wir dieses su wiseb 
dasz dicser Jacob schwartzenthruber und 
sene Khe lrau Barbara und seine beide 
Stif Sone, nemlich Jacob Giingerich, und 


Daniel Gtingerich alle 4+ bey unser ge 
mente als hebe briither und = schwester 
sind. aver sonderlich ist dieses noch an zu 
Vatter der dienst zum 
Erlegt ist 
als [in zeugnisz [hm gegeben ist Nem- 
lich dasz ihm weiters niechts kan zu last 
cleet werten & und Eis solches ist Von 
\iiehr als [ldeste diener Daniel Schlabach 
gegeben Nieder bisheim d 10 april 1833. 
Hiener zum buch Johannes Gtingerich Nit 


merken dasz dem 


buch auf und dieses schrieben 


Dis. 


(irace, Peace, and Merey we wish to 
all ministers and elders of the church of 
(rod together with a brotherly greeting 
to all brethren in whose hands 
this may We herewith 

that this Jacob Schwarzendruber 
and his wife Barbara and his two step- 


fellow 
writing 
CC rtily 


come. 


sons, namely, Jacob Guengerich and Dan- 
iel Guengerich, all 
our 


four are members of 
dear brethren and _ sister. 
But especially is this to be mentioned that 
to the father is entrusted the ministry of 
the Word and this writing is given him 
that nothing can be 
laid in his way and this is given by me 
as elder, 


church as 


as a 


testimony, so 


Daniel Schlabach, Nieder Bisheim, 


\pril 10, 1833 


Sinister bis. 


John Gingerich, Nit 
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jollows, why don’t you send them to the 
Mennonite Archives, ¢/o Goshen College, 
Goshen, Indiana? Please don’t do that 
other thing which has happened so fre- 
quenily—shovel these things into the fur- 
nace. Many an irreplaceable document has 
thus gone up in smoke. It might be a 
safe rule to say that if you are in doubt as 
to the historical value of any papers you 
might have, you should let the archivist 
decide. And even if you aren't tempted to 
destroy them, there are many arguments 
in favor of depositing them in the Ar- 
chives. The \.ennonite Church Archives 
are located in a fireproof building, where 
they are guarded against the danger of 
fire and the deteriorating qualities of 
light, heat, and dirt. There they are 
preserved from the ¢yes of the merely 
curious and kept available for the study 
of those who will treat them with respect 
and appreciation. Part of the collection 
is owned by the [listorical Committee. 
Other parts are deposited there by organ 
izations such as the Mennonite board of 
Missions and Charities and the Mennon- 
ite Central Committee. The following 
catalog is a general index of materials 
now on deposit. 
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A Communication a near the then village of Strasburg, 
851 I. Orange St., While this group named themselves 
Lancaster, Va. 
January 24, 1948. 


My dear Mr. Gingerich: 


“Reformed” Mennonites, the popular term 


used to denote them was the “New” 
\:ennonites, or as some derisively named 
Your item in the January issue of the 
Bulletin on the origin of the term “Old , ; : oi eee 
1} 2, 99 : : regular Mennonites from the “New,” it 
\lennonites” has prompted me to address 


hem “New Lights.” To distinguish the 


this letter to you, giving another plau hecame common usage to say “Old” Men- 
sible reason for the use of the therm “old” — nonites when 


referring to Mennonites 
as applied to certain Mennonite members. 


ecnerally. 
arly Court records in Lancaster reter My great-grandfather, Johannes Grieder 
(John WKrieder), was minister at Mell- 
inger Church for 35 years, having been 
ordained the same year that the Reformed 
\Viennonites organized their church. 


to some of the Mennonite congregations 

then existing in Lancaster County, as 

the “Society of Menists,’ and no doubt 

the pioneer Mennonites in Pennsylvania 

were all of the same doctrinal opinion. \} eae s 

; 5 i é oP lost sincerely, 

With the Increases in population, dit- se 

ferences of opinion began to develop 

among the Mennonites. For instance, 

lrancis Ilerr, son of the Mennonite min 

ister, John Herr, of the Strasburg ( Pa.) oe 

congregation, about tiie year 1780, began The Mellinger 

to voice his opinion that he felt the church > 

was departing from a straight and narrow Meetinghouse 

path, according to his conception of the 

Gospel. ‘Il. G. Weaver in his \Jennonites of 
Ile almost persuaded his minister father = {easter Conference presented interest 

to his own ideas and the situation became = "8 material Pe os yi orgy een 

so serious that a meeting of bishops, v:cetinghouse, the building ot which \mos 

ministers, and deacons was held at the ‘: >taulter speaks in the commun:cation 

Lampeter Meetinghouse (now Mellinger = Phe “4 nave been — gg al 

jouses on the present site, as well as an 

enlargement of one of the buildings. The 

present building, 70 by 110 feet, with base 

ment has a seating capacity of over one 

thousand. .\mong the Lancaster Confer 

ence churches, it is second only to Weav- 

erland in size, but has a larger member- 

Irancis and became followers of his, but ship than Weaverland, with 6009 in 1948. 

during the life of Francis they had no located three miles east of Lancaster on 

church organization. After the death oi he Lincoln Highway, it attracts the in- 

: Herr, te? of many tourists. Of interest in the 


Church) in 1785 to discuss and settle the 
matter. 

As a result of this meeting, Francis 
Herr left the Mennonite Church. Other 
members who had their own doubts and 
erievances, fancied or real, supported 


Francis, Jan. 2, anon, FO a a ; f Amos Kk. Stauffer’s comment on 
became the leader of the dissenters, % use of the term “Old \:ennonite” are 
he three inscriptions below which are 
found on three different but adjacent stone 
blocks embedded in the wall above the 
front entrance of Mellinger’s Meeting- 


nally, on May 30, 1812, the Reformed 


Mennonite Church was ollicially organ 





house. 
Rebuilt 1914 


Old Mennonite 
Church 
Built A. D. 1894 
To God be all the Praise 


Lampeter MM. Meeting 
House Built 
A. D. 1767 
—M. G. 





SCRIPTURES USED IN AMISH 
SERVICES 


(Continued from page 2) 


concerning the end of the world and reads 
att. 24 and 25. 
“At the marriage service is read Matt. 
1-11 and I Cor. 7; also Eph. 5:15 to 
the end of the chapter. 
“When reinstating a fallen member read 
Luke 15 or part thereof or I] Cor. 2:1-11.” 


Nalona, Iowa. 





